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After months of wa iting , the 

new "shop front for lea rning" is 

open. A new c ampus for 

Preston Reservoir ACE was 

offic ia lly opened , on the 

Broadway, in Reservoir 

Centra l. This is very exc iting  

news for peop le who like to  

take a  b reak a t the loc a l c a fe, or run to the bank a fter c lass. 

Our loc a l Member of Sta te Parliament, 

the Honourab le Peter Ba tc helor (Minister 

for Transport), c ame to open the shop . His 

speec h was full of p ra ise for a ll the good  

work tha t PRACE has done over the 

yea rs. Also speaking  were Mary Robb , 

from the Neighbourhood  House 

Assoc ia tion, and  two students from our 

c lasses, Nawa l Tutu a nd  Alex Serb inka . 

Volunteers rec eived  some rec ognition for 

their marvellous work. Our wonderful volunteers inc lude Lorra ine Smith, 

Kay Midd leton, Robyn Franc is, Lauren Pa tterson, Laura  Orsi and  Darren 

Va lentine. 

It was a  wonderful day, with nea rly one hundred  peop le, ba lloons and  

a fternoon tea . 

There will be many c lasses running  a t the new shop , suc h as English as 

a  Sec ond  Language, and  Literac y/  Numerac y. Already the shop  has 

ra ised  the p rofile for PRACE in the ma in street of Reservoir. 
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Open Day 
Celebrations 

Thursday 30th 
November 

 

End of Term Four: 
Friday 8th 
Dec ember 

 

Start of Term one: 
Monday 5th 
Feb rua ry 2007 
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\ Work Experienc e 

\ Student Writing  

\ Exc ursions  

\ Women b reaking  

b read  for Peac e 

\ Art for the 

Neighbourhood  

House  

\ Farewell to Anne 

Dunn 

\ Multic ultura l Kids' 

Gym 
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By Sarah Hurran 

As pa rt of the Youth 

VCAL p rogram a t 

PRACE in semester 

one, students worked  

together to  host 

Austra lia ’ s Biggest 

Morning  Tea  to ra ise 

money for the Canc er 

Counc il of Austra lia .  

This wa s about "Persona l 

Development Skills" work, 

and  a  lot of p lanning  and  

p repa ra tion went into the 

event. The students were 

well rewarded  for their 

ha rd  work with inc red ib le 

a ttendanc e on the day by 

family and  friends, PRACE 

c lasses and  sta ff, and  

Merrilands Community Groups.  

They ra ised  a  to ta l of $200. Thank-you to  

everyone for a ll their support.  

�
� � � �� �� � � � 
 � � � ��� � � � �
By Syl Lagane 

PRACE c eleb ra ted  Adult Lea rners' week in 

Sep tember. The theme for the c eleb ra tion 

was 'Work Live & Learn - It a ll fits together at 

PRACE'. 

For the c eleb ra tion we had  a  "mini jobs 

expo" with informa tion about emp loyment 

c ourses, and  job  network p roviders as well 

as websites for job  sea rc hing . The highlight 

of the day was a  p resenta tion from 

Spec trum Emp loyment, about goa l setting .  

Students from many c lasses c ame a long, 

and  took away lots show-bags, ba lloons 

and  flyers. Morning  tea  c omp leted  a  very 

suc c essful and  enjoyab le day . 
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Anc y, Syl and  Marina  worked  ha rd  to  

p repa re a  d isp lay for the Reservoir Lib ra ry 

foyer, in July. The c entre of the d isp lay was 

Aarika  Fuller's magic a l illustra tion from the 

front c over of our p rogram b roc hure. Read  

more about Aa rika  in the story on page 

three.  
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By Paul Vella   

This yea r Reskeon Ma ltese Assoc ia tion is 

c eleb ra ting  its 30th anniversa ry, while the 

Reskeon Seniors Group  is c eleb ra ting  its 

tenth. Both g roups organised  func tions to  

c eleb ra te these grea t events. 

They held  a  Thanksg iving  Mass a t St. Joseph 

the Worker Churc h, North Reservoir, in July. 

The Wyndham Ma ltese Choir sang hymns.  

La ter there wa s a  Dinner Danc e, with music  

from Moods Music  of Mario Sammut, whic h 

kep t everyone on the danc e floor a ll night. 

When the time to c ut the Birthday Cake 

a rrived , everyone ga thered  a round  the 

long  main tab le. The merriment sta rted  with 

the waving  of flags, lighting  sta rlets, 

danc ing  to the music  and  sing ing . Music  

and  danc ing  went long  into the night.  
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Michael Chalk adapted an 

artic le by Lee Arnold of  the 

Preston Leader  

Loc a l Ind igenous a rtist, 

Aa rika  Fuller, has c rea ted  an 

Aborig ina l Dreaming line, to  

link six panels of a  new 

c ommunity a rt work.  

Aa rika  was a  student a t 

PRACE Merrilands in 2005. 

Her work fea tured  on the 

c over of our b roc hure this yea r. She a lso 

put her a rtwork onto bags for the Twilight 

Festiva l Treasure Hunt a t Reservoir East 

Primary Sc hool. 

The a rt p ro jec t has a llowed  many East 

Reservoir residents to  c ome together and   

c rea te a  work of a rt, tha t reflec ts the East 

Reservoir c ommunity.  The a rt panels will 

travel a round , and  end  up  

in a  new neighbourhood 

house. 

Iraq i and  Sudanese women, 

pub lic  housing  tenants and  

sc hool students have 

c rea ted  six panels for the 

p rojec t.  

Six g roups c hose the 

ma teria ls for the panels. The theme for the 

a rt panels was this: "What is important to 

you, in this community?". 

Deb  sa id  Sudanese women enjoyed  the 

opportunity to exp ress their c ulture in 

sa fety, while Iraq i women va lued  the 

welc oming na ture of this c ommunity.   

Other students c eleb ra ted  music  belong ing  

and  d iversity, as well as the joy of having  

family and  friends.  

Pub lic  housing  tenants highlighted  their 

c ommunity's sha ring  na ture, and  the need  

for everyone to have good  housing . 

The groups used  pa inting , stenc il, 

c a llig raphy and  photos to exp ress 

their ideas. 

The a rtwork will be unveiled  during 

an open day a t Merrilands 

Community Centre on Thursday 

next week.  

About thirty-five peop le a ttended  a  rec ent 

c ommunity forum to d isc uss where to  build  

a  new neighbourhood  house for East 

Reservoir. The a rtwork will be insta lled  a t this 

neighbourhood  house, one day. 
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Aboriginal artist Aarika Fuller (left), and 
Fakrhaia Alabdil and Mona Zeini of the Iraqi 
Women's Group hold a panel for a six-piece 
art display for East Reservoir 
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By Sarah Hurran 

The Noisy Girls p rogram was run for two 

d ifferent g roups of young women over Term 

3 and  Term 4 of this yea r. One was our usua l 

c ommunity ‘Noisy Girls’  p rogram tha t ran 

out of Northc ote Uniting  Churc h and  

Dec ibels Rec ord ing  Stud io, while the 

sec ond  p rogram is c urrently running  a t 

Northc ote High Sc hool.  

In the p rogram, young women lea rn how to 

write songs, put them to music  and  

eventua lly rec ord  a  CD of their music .   

The Community Noisy Girls put on a  

Performanc e in November, a t Northc ote 

Uniting  Churc h Ha ll. The show was well 

a ttend ed  by friends and  family and  other 

supporters.  All the g irls performed  their own 

songs on the evening  and  then c ame 

together with Wendy Rule on guita r and  

Rac hel Samuel, on c ello to perform ‘Lean 

on me.’    

Wendy Rule was the fac ilita tor of the 

p rogram. 

Congra tula tions to a ll the g irls on a   

wonderful night and  a lso to Wendy and  

Nad ia  who put in a   lot of ha rd  work for the 

p rogram to be a  suc c ess. 
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Two students in the Youth VCAL 

Program have been b roadcasting  

on SYN (Student Youth Network) 

90.7 Rad io Sta tion a s pa rt of their 

‘Detention Program.’    

This has been a  terrific  opportunity 

for Tyson Ha ll and  Shane Blac k to  

ga in an insight into  how a  rad io 

sta tion opera tes; ga in inva luab le 

work experienc e 

as to wha t it’ s like 

working  as a  b roadcaster; and  

p lay music  and  d isc uss issues of 

interest to them and  other young 

peop le.   

The boys' show is on for a ll of Term 

4 between 12.00-1.00 pm, every 

Wednesday. 
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On a  Wednesday in May, our c lass went on 

an exc ursion to Melbourne Aquarium in the 

c ity. The wea ther was very nic e and  sunny. 

At the aquarium we looked  a t sha rks, b ig  

stingrays, turtles, c rayfish, oc topuses, g iant 

c rabs, sea  d ragons, elephant sha rks, 

jellyfishes and  many other sea  anima ls. 

Inside the aquarium, Mic hael took a  lot of 

p ic tures of us and  a fter an hour, we a ll sa t 

down on a  b ig  c omfortab le sofa  in the 

midd le of the aquarium, relaxed  and 

wa tc hed  the fishes swimming a round  in the 

aquarium.  

Before we left 

the aquarium, 

we a ll went to  

the spec ia l 

simula tor c inema there 

to  wa tc h an exc iting  short film, whic h was 

very interesting . 

After tha t we a ll went to  the tra in sta tion 

and  got the tra in bac k to Reservoir about 

one o’ c loc k. We a ll had  a  wonderful day. 

By Students of Level One English: Full-time 

day c lass 

(The teac her for this c lass is Mic hael 

Mokhta rani.)  

 	 � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � � ! � � � 	 � � � �

By Margery Mitchell  

The stud ents from Func tiona l Literac y d id  

some work experienc e a t Brite Servic es. 

Brite tra in and  emp loy peop le with 

d isab ilities, in a  fac tory setting .  

La ter, eac h student made a  book of 

informa tion and  advic e for jobseekers with 

d isab ilities. They based  the books on their 

experienc es a t Brite Servic es.  

Guest speakers c ame from from Northern 

TAFE (NMIT) Certific a te (i) of Work 

Experienc e and  an employment agenc y. 

These peop le spoke to the students about 

how to move a long the "pa thways to  

emp loyment".  
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The functional literacy group.  
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My mother loved  to make things. She spun 

wool by hand  and  wove c loth with it on a  

b ig  weaving  loom. 

She made valenc e, whic h a re b ig , heavy 

rugs made from sma ller p iec es.  

She made divtic , whic h have long  tufts of 

wool, like a  b ig  ha iry rug . 

After she made the 

d ivtic , she took it to a  

village c a lled  Virovo, 

where it was washed  

under a  wa terfa ll. The wa ter and  stones 

made the wool very c lean and  soft. At this 

village she c ould  dye it if she wanted , but 

most of the time she liked  it white. 

by Vera 
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By the Whole Group, English Literacy One 

Sometimes when I tell peop le tha t I go to  

sc hool, they say "Good  on you!" and  I feel 

p roud . 

But sometimes peop le say, "Why?" and  "You 

a re too o ld  for sc hool." 

But no-one is too old  for sc hool. It's never 

too la te to lea rn.  

I enjoy sc hool. I learn new things and  

understand  more. And  it's fun. We have 

good  c ompany and  we make friends here. 

Sometimes we tell stories and  we a lso read  

stories. Tha t is very interesting . We sha re 

food  and  rec ipes. We b ring  eac h other 

p lants and  we teac h eac h other new 

things. 

And  a ll the time my Eng lish gets better. 
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When I was young I remember my mother 

was very busy a ll the time. My mother liked  

to  c ook, so she c ooked  a ll the time. She 

c leaned  but when we c hild ren were grown 

we c leaned  the house but my mother still 

c ooked . She was very jea lous of her 

kitc hen. 

My mother a lso knitted  and  c roc heted  

beautiful things. I have still got some shawls 

she made, whic h I keep  jea lously. I rea lly 

have nic e memories of my mother. 

by Rosina Epifano 
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When I was young my mother was very sic k 

a ll the time. I c ooked, I c leaned , and  I d id  

everything  by hand . 

My mother taught me to knit and  sew and  

c roc het and  embroider beautiful things. 

Now I make many things. I do embroidery, I 

pa int p ic tures, I sew c lothes. I make 

tedd ies. I know how to c roc het and  knit, 

but I stopped  bec ause I have sore fingers. 

By Simone Lafleur 
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A while ago, I went up  to  

Sydney for a  g irls' weekend  

away.  

My husband  d ropped  me a t 

the a irport and  I was never so sc a red  in a ll 

my life. I have never travelled  by myself 

before I was rea lly nervous. I to ld  my 

daughter and  she laughed . She sa id , “ You 

have been on a  p lane so many times.”  

I to ld  her, “ Yes, but 

never on my own.”  

In Sydney I had  a  g rea t 

time. We went out a ll 

the time. It was fun, but 

I was g lad  to  get 

home. 

by Nada Petroski 
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When I was young, a t the age of five, it was 

time for me to beg in my first c lass, but 

bec ause the war wa s on, a ll the sc hools 

were c losed . 

We were a  fa rm family and  tha t was very 

good  for us, bec ause a t tha t time peop le 

c ould  not find  food  or c lothes or shoes -- 

there was nothing  to  buy. But on the fa rm 

we p roduc ed  food , like c heese, vegetab les 

and  c erea ls. We grew a  lot of pota toes, 

p lus we had  a  sma ll floc k of sheep . They 

p roduc ed  sheep  milk so we made some 

c heese. 

I was the boy who looked  a fter the sheep , 

and  when I was eight yea rs o ld  I was ab le 

to  milk the sheep  myself and  to make the 

c heese. 

This is how I lived  from 1940 to 1945. When 

the war was finished  I was ten yea rs o ld . 

 By Frank Stagno. 
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I was born in 1947, in the village of Ka liva  in 

Sparta , Greec e. I had  one sister and  one 

b rother. I was the youngest. 

My pa rents were very poor 

and  worked  very ha rd  for us. 

My sister was the o ldest and  

a ll the time she helped  me. 

But my b rother liked  making 

troub le a ll the time for me. 

I came to Austra lia  when I was 

21 yea rs old .  I stayed  in my 

sister-in-law's house in Northc ote. The first 

thing  I d id  was look for a  job . 

I sta rted  work in a  fa c tory tha t made bed s. 

And  I worked  very ha rd  but my supervisor 

was terrib le. She sc reamed  a ll the time a t 

everybody. Sometimes she made me upset. 

Sometimes she sa id , "Good  g irl." I worked 

there for three months and  then I left. I 

sta rted  another job . 

By Yota Sakellaris 
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In Oc tober we went up  to my son’ s fa rm 

and  p lanted  seven o live trees.  

The ground  was very ha rd  and  very d ry. We 

had  to make a  sma ll hole first and  fill it with 

wa ter. Then when it was softer, we dug 

some more.  

After we p lanted  the trees we put p lastic  

a round  them to stop  the kangaroos ea ting  

the trees. 

Popi 
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I was born in a  very small village. My family 

was very poor. When I was a  young g irl I 

wanted  to use ha irsp ray but my mum had  

no money to buy ha ir sp ray. 

Someone told  me to mix suga r and  wa ter 

and  use tha t. Just as good  as ha irsp ray, 

they sa id . 

So I got suga r and  wa ter and  mixed  it and  I 

put it in my ha ir. 

My ha ir was terrib le. It was very d ry and  

d idn't look nic e a t a ll. Worse, a  lot of 

mosquitoes c ame a round  to me. 

I felt very frustra ted . Sugar and  wa ter is not 

as good  as ha irsp ray a t a ll! 

By Yota Sakellaris 
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I was born in 1935, in the village of Ad riani in 

Ka lamata , Greec e.  I c ame to Austra lia  

when I was 27 yea rs old .  

I stayed  one week with my rela tives and  

a fter tha t I sta rted  work in a  fac tory making  
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shoes. Two yea rs la ter I got married . 

Viki Karalis 
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I a rrived  in Austra lia  15 

yea rs ago, from 

Slovenia . I came to 

Melbourne to sta rt a  

new life, away from a  

war-filled  c ountry. 

I settled  in Melbourne 

with my true love, and  we had  a  son in 

1993. 

I rea lised  tha t if I wanted  to  make friends 

and  get work I had  to lea rn English. Also if I 

wanted  to help  my son with his homework, I 

needed  the language. 

One day I went with my son to Kara te c lass 

a t Merrilands and  I saw tha t they had  

Eng lish c lasses there. I made an 

appointment, and  found  out I c ould  c ome 

to  c lasses.  

It was d iffic ult a t first bec ause I d idn't know 

any Eng lish and  I d idn't know anybody. But 

then I sta rted  to like it. I liked  lea rning , I liked  

writing , speaking  and  I a lso sta rted  to make 

friends. I knew now tha t one day I would  be 

ab le to  speak Eng lish. 

Bec ause of PRACE, I am where I 

am now. I would  still be a t home 

a lone, without PRACE - they 

taught me everything  I need  to 

know.  

It was very important to me to  

have good  teac hers. Syl and  

Debra  taught me so well. They 

were so good , without them I would  not 

have c ome so fa r. 

I finished  Level Three and  now I am a  

student a t the Ac ad emy of Ha ird ressing , I 

study three days a  week with a ll age 

groups and  d ifferent na tiona lities. It feels 

so good  to be reac hing  my goa l of one 

day being  a  ha ird resser and  having  my 

own business. 

I a lso want to say my son is now famous. 

He p lays p iano ac c ord ion, keyboard  and 

guita r. I am so p roud  of him.  

By Majda Nadvesnik. 
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NAME: Robert           

AGE: 49 

LIKES: Golf, tennis, ten p in 

bowling , films  

DISLIKE: Getting  up  ea rly 

Where do you want to be in five years time? 

I would  like to be wea lthy and  retired  in the 

bush. Perhaps in a  small c ountry town 

where I c an p lay golf and  go to the RSL. 

What are you doing now? I am in the LLNP 

c ourse  so I c an improve my literac y.   

What’s good about the course? Rohan our 

teac her has g iven us the opportunity to  

work a t our own speed  and  our time. 

 

(LLNP is a  p rogram 

funded  by the 

Federa l Government, 

to learn "Language, 

Literac y, and 

Numerac y".)  
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Photo: notme2000 at flic kr.c om 
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Physical:  Merrilands Community Centre, c nr 

Asquith & Sturdee Streets, Reservoir, 3073.  

Postal: PO Box 510, Reservoir, 3073.  

Phone:  9462 6077 Fax:   9462 5077 

Email:    offic e@prac e.vic .edu.au   

Web:      p rac e.vic .edu.au 

 

Plus:  

Broadway Shopfront: 252 Broadway, 

Reservoir, 3073.  

Phone: 9462 3755 Fax: 9462 4609 

It is important for 

c ommunities to exp ress 

their c ultura l identity in a  

positive manner, 

espec ia lly c ommunities 

tha t have experienc ed  

war.  It enab les them to 

feel c onnec ted  with their roots, while making  new 

c onnec tions in the new c ountry.  

Ac tivities inc luded : a n orienta l danc e 

performanc e and  workshop , Greek and  Kurd ish 

Women’ s danc e performanc e, as well as skipp ing 

rope games.  

Newsletter ed ited  by Mic hael Cha lk. Huge thanks to a ll peop le who c ontributed .  
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In mid -November, PRACE and  Dareb in 

Community Hea lth held  a  spec ia l c elebra tion. 

Peop le ga thered  to c eleb ra te the signific anc e 

of b read  for a ll c ultures.  

Bread  is very importa nt to peop le a ll a round  

the world , and  every c ommunity has their own 

ways to  make b read . 

We saw the b read  

making  skills of Iraq i 

Refugee Women on a  

trad itiona l tandoori c lay 

oven.  
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Here a t PRACE, we a re very sorry to say 

goodbye to Anne Dunn, who has taught 

Eng lish read ing  and  writing  

a t PRACE for more than 

ten yea rs. Anne has 

c ontributed  hugely to the 

well-being  of the sc hool, 

sha ring  her expertise with 

other teac hers and  

rep resenting  teac hers on 

the c ommittee of 

management.  

Not everyone knows it, but 

Anne has another life, as 

famous romanc e writer, 

Anne Grac ie. She's moving 

on to d evelop  her writing , 

and  to teac h hopeful 

romanc e writers.  

Anne has a lways loved  

stories. She read  "wha tever 

I c ould  get my hands on - 

o ld  Enid  Blyton and  Mary 

Grant Bruc e books, o ld  

sc hoolboy annua ls." Anne 

lea rned  history by read ing 

writers like Rosemary 

Sutc liffe, Henry Treec e and  Georgette 

Heyer. 

She grew up  in a  family 

whic h had  many anima ls, 

but no elec tric ity and  got 

their wa ter from a  ra in tank. 

Her pa rents loved  to travel, 

so she saw a  lot of the world  

when very young.  

After studying  a t university, Anne was 

amazed  to  find  she had  bec ome a  

teac her, just like her pa rents. She 

enjoyed  working  with teenagers and  

la ter, adults. Anne ta ught Eng lish, and  

worked  as a  c ounsellor, and  helped  

put on p lays and  c onc erts, and  

supervised  c amps. She enc ouraged  

other peop le to write but never wrote 

muc h herself. After a  yea r of 

bac kpac king  around  the world  she 

red isc overed  her ea rly desire to write. 

There a re many other passions 

besides teac hing  and  writing . A 

few yea rs ago, Anne c limbed  a  

tree to c a tc h a  swarm of bees. 

She put them in a  hive, and  

sha red  their honey with a ll her 

friends.  

Not only a  writer, teac her, 

c ounsellor, and  bee-keeper, but 

a lso a  music ian (sing ing  

ha rmonies). With some friends, 

Anne formed  a  band  c a lled  

Pla tform Souls. They p layed 

"b lues, jazz, roc k, c ountry, c a jun, 

world  and  orig ina l music  and  

had  a  whole lot of fun doing  it." 

Thanks so much Anne, for all 

your great teac hing, patienc e, 

courage and enthusiasm. We 

wish you all the very best for 

your future travels. 

We've adap ted Anne's own b iography 

for this story,  from annegrac ie.c om 
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Climbing a Glacier during her 
world travels. 
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p lease c ontac t Syl Lagane on:  

9462 6077 

 

 

 

The Multic ultura l Kids' Gym is a  

partnership  between "VICSEG" 

and  PRACE. VICSEG is The 

Vic torian Co-opera tive on 

Child ren’ s Servic es for Ethnic  

Groups. The p rogram is funded  

by the Department of Vic torian 

Communities under the ‘Go For 

Your Life’  p rogram. 

� � � 7�
Kids' Gym  is for c hild ren between 2 and  5 yea rs of 

age. It is for families from our c ultura lly and 

linguistic a lly d iverse c ommunity pa rtic ula rly those 

from refugee bac kgrounds. 
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Kids' Gym engages b oth pa rents and  c hild ren. It 

helps peop le d isc over new ways to  p lay, 

and  assists language development through 

movement, songs and  games.  Kids' Gym 

develops ba lanc e, flexib ility, and  c o-

ord ina tion and  g ives  pa rents a  c hanc e to  sha re 

their c hild ren’ s fun a nd  ac hievements. 
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We've a lso invited  

hea lth educ a tors to  

c ome and  speak to  

pa rents about exerc ise, 

nutrition , d iet and  

denta l  hea lth. 
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The Multic ultura l Little  Kids' Gym happens a t 

Merrilands Community Centre, on Thursday mornings 

during  the sc hool term, between 10.30 -11.30 am 

and  11.45-12.45 pm. 

 

 

 

 

�

� � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � , 	 � � -� . � � �

  

 � � � #� �+� � � �
� � +�+�� � � � � � �
#�� � � � � � � � � �

(� ��� � � � �� *� � � � �#� �
#� �#�� � � �� (� � � � � � � � �

� � ! � � � � � #��! � �


