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After monthsof waiting, the

new "shopfront forlearning"is

open. A new campusfor

Preston Reservoir ACEwas

officially opened, on the

Broadway, in Reservoir

Central. Thisisvery exciting

newsforpeople who like to

take a break at the local cafe, orrun to the bank after class.

Ourlocal Member of Sate Parliament,
the Honourable Peter Batchelor (Minister
for Transport), came to open the shop. His
speech wasfull of praise for allthe good
work that PRACEhasdone overthe

years. Also speaking were Mary Robb,
from the Neighbourhood House
Association, and two studentsfrom our
classes, Nawal Tutu and Alex Serbinka.

Volunteersreceived some recognition for
theirmarvellouswork. Our wonderful volunteersinclude Lorraine Smith,
Kay Middleton, Robyn Fancis, Lauren Patterson, Laura Orsiand Darren
Valentine.

It wasa wonderful day, with nearly one hundred people, balloonsand
afternoon tea.

There willbe many classesrunning at the new shop, such asEnglish as
a Second Language, and Literacy/ Numeracy. Already the shop has
raised the profile for PRACEIin the main street of Reservorr.

Open Day
Celebrations

Thursday 30th
November

End of Term Four:
Fiday 8th
December

Sart of Term one:
Monday 5th
February 2007

Work Experience
Student Writing
Excursions

Women breaking
bread for Peace

\ Artforthe
Neighbourhood
House

\ Farewellto Anne
Dunn

\ Multicultural Kids
Gym
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By Sarah Hurran

Aspart of the Youth
VCALprogram at
PRACEIn semester
one, studentsworked
togetherto host
Australia’sBiggest
Morning Tea to raise
money forthe Cancer

Photo: adactio at flickr.com

Council of Australia.

of the day wasa presentation from
Sectrum Employment, about goal setting.

Sudentsfrom many classescame along,
and took away lotsshow-bags, balloons

and flyers. Morning tea completed a very
successful and enjoyable day .

Ancy, Syland Marina worked hard to
prepare a display forthe Reservoir Library
foyer, in July. The centre of the display was
Aarika Fuller'smagicalillustration from the

Thiswasabout "Personal
Development kills' work,
and a lot of planning and
preparation went into the
event. The studentswere
wellrewarded for their
hard work with incredible
attendance on the day by
family and friends, PRACE "
classesand staff, and

front cover of our program brochure. Read
more about Aarika in the story on page
three.

By Paul Vella

Thisyear Reskeon Maltese Association is
celebrating its30th anniversary, while the

Merrilands Community Groups.

They raised a total of $200. Thank-you to
everyone forall theirsupport.

By Syl Lagane

PRACEcelebrated Adult Learners week in
September. The theme for the celebration
was'Work Live & Learn - It all fitstogether at
PRACE.

For the celebration we had a "minijobs

expo"with information about employment
courses, and job network providersaswell
aswebstesforjob searching. The highlig ht

Reskeon SeniorsGroup iscelebrating its
tenth. Both groupsorganised functionsto
celebrate these great events.

They held a Thanksgiving Massat S. Joseph
the Worker Church, North Reservoir, in July.
The Wyndham Maltese Choirsang hymns.

Later there wasa Dinner Dance, with music
from MoodsMusic of Mario Sammut, which
kept everyone on the dance floor all night.

When the time to cut the Birthday Cake
arrived, everyone gathered around the
long main table. The merriment started with
the waving of flags, lighting starlets,
dancing to the music and singing. Music
and dancing went long into the night.
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Michael Chalk adapted an
article by Lee Arnold of the
Preston Leader

Local Indigenousartist,
Aarika Fuller, hascreated an
Aboriginal Dreaming line, to
link six panelsof a new

community art work.

Aarika wasa student at

PRACE Merrilandsin 2005.

Herwork featured on the

coverof ourbrochure thisyear. She also
put herartwork onto bagsforthe Twilight
Festival Treasure Hunt at Reservoir East
Primary School.

The art project hasallowed many East
Reservoirresdentsto come together and
create a work of art, that reflectsthe East
Reservoircommunity. The art panelswill
travelaround, and end up

Aboriginal artist Aarika Fuller (left), and
Fakrhaia Alabdil and Mona Zeini of the Iraqi
Women's Group hold a panel for a six-piece
art display for East Reservoir

Other studentscelebrated music belonging
and diversity, aswell asthe joy of having
family and friends.

Public housing tenantshighlighted their
community'ssharing nature, and the need

in a new neighbourhood
house.

Iragiand Sudanese women,
public housing tenantsand
school studentshave

%
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created six panelsforthe I
project. :
Sx groupschose the (

foreveryone to have good housing.

vThe groupsused painting, stencil,
)

calligraphy and photosto express
theirideas.

The artwork willbe unveiled during
anopenday at Merrilands
Community Centre on Thursday

! )% next week.

materialsforthe panels. The theme forthe
art panelswasthis: "What isimportant to

you, in thiscommunity ?".

Deb said Sudanese women enjoyed the
opportunity to expresstheir culture in
safety, while lragiwomen valued the
welcoming nature of thiscommunity.

About thirty-five people attended a recent
community forum to discusswhere to build
a new neighbourhood house for East
Reservoir. The artwork will be installed at this
neighbourhood house, one day.
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By Sarah Hurran

The Noisy Girlsprogram wasrun for two
different groupsof young women over Term
3 and Term 4 of thisyear. One wasour usual
community ‘Noisy Girls program thatran
out of Northcote Uniting Church and
DecibelsRecording Sudio, while the
second program iscurrently running at
Northcote High School.

In the program, young women learn how to
write songs, put them to music and
eventually record a CD of their music.

The Community Noisy Girlsput on a
Performance in November, at Northcote
Uniting Church Hall. The show waswell
attended by friendsand family and other
supporters. Allthe girlsperformed theirown
songson the evening and then came
together with Wendy Rule on guitar and
Rachel Samuel, on cello to perform ‘Lean

on me.
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Two studentsin the Youth VCAL
Program have been broadcasting
on SYN (Student Youth Network)
90.7 Radio Station aspart of their
‘Detention Program.’

Thishasbeen a terrific opportunity
for Tyson Halland Shane Black to
gain an insight into how a radio
station operates; gain invaluable

people.

Wendy Rule wasthe facilitator of the
program.

Congratulationsto all the girlson a
wonderful night and also to Wendy and
Nadia who putin a lot of hard work for the
program to be a success.

+, -/

work experience

asto what it’slike

working asa broadcaster; and
play music and discussissuesof
interest to them and otheryoung

The boys show ison for all of Term
4 between 12.00-1.00 pm, every
Wednesday.
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On a Wednesday in May, ourclasswent on
an excursion to Melbourne Aquarium in the
city. The weatherwasvery nice and sunny.

At the aquarium we looked at sharks, big
stingrays, turtles, crayfish, octopuses, giant
crabs, sea dragons, elephant sharks,
jellyfishesand many other sea animals.

Insde the aquarium, Michaeltook a lot of
picturesof usand afteran hour, we all sat
downon a big comfortable sofa in the
middle of the aquarium, relaxed and
watched the fishesswimming around in the

aquarium.

Before we left
the aguarium,
we allwent to

the special
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smulator cinema there
to watch an exciting short film, which was
very interesting.

Afterthat we all went to the train station
and got the train back to Reservoirabout
one o’clock. We allhad a wonderful day.

By Sudents of Level One English: Rull-time
day class

(The teacherforthisclassisMichael
Mokhtarani.)
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By Margery Mitchell

The studentsfrom Functional Literacy did
some work experience at Brite Services.
Brite train and employ people with
disabilities, in a factory setting.

Later, each student made a book of
information and advice for jobseekerswith

disabilities. They based the bookson their
experiencesat Brite Services.

Guest speakerscame from from Northern
TAFE (NMIT) Certificate (i) of Work
Experience and an employment agency.
These people spoke to the studentsabout
how to move along the "pathwaysto
employment".

The functional literacy group.
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My motherloved to make things. She spun
wool by hand and wove cloth with it on a
big weaving loom.

She made valence, which are big, heavy
rugsmade from smaller pieces.

She made divtic, which have long tuftsof

wool, like a big hairy rug.

0O & 011 #'& 1 #
By the Whole Group, English Literacy One

Sometimeswhen Itellpeople thatlgo to
school, they say "Good on you!"and | feel
proud.

But sometimespeople say, "Why?"and "You
are too old forschool."

But no-one istoo old for school. It'snever
too late to learn.

I enjoy school. Ilearn new thingsand
understand more. And it'sfun. We have
good company and we make friendshere.

Sometimeswe tell storiesand we also read
stories. That isvery interesting. We share
food and recipes. We bring each other
plantsand we teach each other new
things.

And allthe time my English getsbetter.

0

When Iwasyoung Il remember my mother
wasvery busy all the time. My mother liked

After she made the
divtic, she took it to a

vilage called Virovo, (

to cook, so she cooked all the time. She
cleaned but when we children were grown
we cleaned the house but my mother till
cooked. She wasvery jealousof her
kitchen.

where it waswashed
undera waterfall. The water and stones
made the wool very clean and soft. At this
village she could dye it if she wanted, but
most of the time she liked it white.

by Vera

‘ Photo: amyallcock ( flickr.com)

My mother also knitted and crocheted
beautiful things. | have stillgot some shawls
she made, which | keep jealoudy. I really
have nice memoriesof my mother.

by Rosina Epifano
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When Iwasyoung my motherwasvery sick
allthe time. I cooked, I cleaned, and I did
everything by hand.

My mother taught me to knit and sew and
crochet and embroider beautiful things.

Now I make many things. Ido embroidery, |
paint pictures, | sesw clothes. | make
teddies. | know how to crochet and knit,
but | stopped because | have sore fingers.

By Smone Lafleur

* 2
A while ago, Iwent up to

Sydney fora girls weekend
away.

My husband dropped me at
the airport and lwasneverso scared in all
my life.  have nevertravelled by myself
before Iwasreally nervous. I told my
daughterand she laughed. She said, “You

have been on a plane so many times.”

| told her, “Yes, but

” *
neveron my own.

In Sydney | had a great *
time. We went out all
the time. It wasfun, but + +
Iwasglad to get
home.

by Nada Petroski
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When lwasyoung, at the age of five, it was
time forme to begin my first class, but
because the warwason, allthe schools

were closed.

We were a farm family and that wasvery
good forus, because at that time people
could not find food orclothesorshoes--
there wasnothing to buy. But on the farm
we produced food, like cheese, vegetables
and cereals. We grew a lot of potatoes,
pluswe had a smallflock of sheep. They
produced sheep milk so we made some
cheese.

Iwasthe boy who looked afterthe sheep,
and when lwaseight yearsold Ilwasable
to milk the sheep myself and to make the
cheese.

Thisishow I lived from 1940 to 1945. When
the war wasfinished lwasten yearsold.

By Frank Stagno.
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®



&

& 4

Iwasbornin 1947, in the village of Kaliva in
Farta, Greece. | had one ssterand one

0

Iwasbornin a very small vilage. My family
wasvery poor. When | wasa young girl |

brother. lwasthe youngest.

% !
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My parentswere very poor
and worked very hard forus.
My sister wasthe oldest and
all the time she helped me.
But my brother liked making (
trouble all the time forme.

Icame to Australia when lwas I

21 yearsold. I stayed in my

wanted to use hairspray but my mum had
no money to buy hair spray.

Someone told me to mix sugarand water
and use that. Just asgood ashairspray,
they said.

1%

sister-in-law'shouse in Northcote. The first
thing I did waslook fora job.

| started work in a factory that made beds.
And lworked very hard but my supervisor
wasterrible. She screamed all the time at
everybody. Sometimesshe made me upset.
Sometimesshe said, "Good girl." lworked
there forthree monthsand then | left. |
started anotherjob.

By Yota Sakellaris
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In Octoberwe went up to my son’sfarm
and planted seven olive trees.

The ground wasvery hard and very dry. We
had to make a small hole first and fill it with
water. Then when it was softer, we dug

some more.

Afterwe planted the treeswe put plastic
around them to stop the kangarooseating
the trees.

Popi
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So lgotsugarand waterand mixed it and |
putitin my hair.

My hairwasterrible. It wasvery dry and
didn't look nice at all. Worse, a lot of
mosguitoescame around to me.

| felt very frustrated. Sugarand waterisnot
asgood ashairspray at all!

By Yota Sakellaris

Iwasbornin 1935, in the village of Adrianiin

Kalamata, Greece. | came to Australia
when was?27 yearsold.

| stayed one week with my relativesand
afterthat | sarted work in a factory making

O




shoes. Two yearslaterl got married.

Viki Karalis

were so good, without them I would not
have come so far.

| finished Level Three and now lam a

6 2 -
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larrived in Australia 15
yearsago, from
Sovenia.lcame to
Melbourne to start a
new life, away from a
war-filed country.

student at the Academy of Hairdressing, |
study three daysa week with allage
groupsand different nationalities. It feels
so good to be reaching my goal of one
day being a hairdresser and having my
own busness.

lalso want to say my son isnow famous.
He playspiano accordion, keyboard and

guitar. lam so proud of him.

| settled in Melbourne
with my true love, and we had a son in
1993.

Irealised that if | wanted to make friends
and getwork I had to learn English. Also if |
wanted to help my son with hishomewaork, |
needed the language.

One day | went with my son to Karate class
at Merrilandsand | saw that they had
English classesthere. Imade an
appointment, and found out I could come
to classes.

It wasdifficult at first because 1 didn't know

any English and Ididn't know anybody. But

then | started to like it. | liked learning, | liked
writing, speaking and | also started to make
friends. | knew now that one day | would be
able to speak English.

Because of PRACE, am where |
am now. lwould stillbe at home
alone, without PRACE- they
taught me everything I need to
know.

It wasvery important to me to
have good teachers. Syland
Debra taught me so well. They

By Majda Nadvesnik.

)

NAME Robert

AGE 49

LIKES: Golf, tennis, ten pin
bowling, fiims

DISLIKE Getting up early

Where do you want to be in five yearstime?
Iwould like to be wealthy and retired in the
bush. Perhapsin a small country town
where I can play golf and go to the RS

What are you doing now? | am in the LLNP
course so lcanimprove my literacy.

What'sgood about the course? Rohan our
teacher hasgiven usthe opportunity to
work at ourown speed and ourtime.

(LLNPisa program
funded by the
Federal Government,
to learn "Language,
Literacy, and
Numeracy".)

Photo: notme2000 at flickr.com ‘
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In mid-November, PRACEand Darebin
Community Health held a special celebration.
People gathered to celebrate the significance
of bread forall cultures.

Bread isvery important to people allaround
the world, and every community hastheir own
waysto make bread.

We saw the bread

making skillsof Iraqi

Refugee Women on a

traditional tandooriclay

oven.

It isimportant for
communitiesto express
their cultural identity in a
positive manner,
especially communities
that have experienced
war. It enablesthem to
feelconnected with theirroots, while making new
connectionsin the new country.

Activitiesincluded: an oriental dance
performance and workshop, Greek and Kurdish
Women’'sdance performance, aswell asskipping

rope games.

( & | )
Physical: Merrilands Community Centre, cnr

Asquith & Surdee Sreets, Reservoir, 3073. Plus

Postal: PO Box 510, Reservoir, 3073.
Phone: 9462 6077 Fax: 9462 5077

Broadway Shopfront: 252 Broadway,
Reservoir, 3073.
Email: office@prace.vic.edu.au Phone: 9462 3755 Fax: 9462 4609

Web: prace.vic.edu.au

Newdetter edited by Michael Chalk. Huge thanksto allpeople who contributed.
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Here at PRACE, we are very sorry to say
goodbye to Anne Dunn, who hastaught
English reading and writing

After studying at university, Anne was

amazed to find she had become a
teacher, just like her parents. She

at PRACEfor more than
ten years. Anne has
contributed hugely to the
well-being of the school,
sharing her expertise with (
otherteachersand (
representing teacherson
the committee of
management. H

enjoyed working with teenagersand
later, adults. Anne taught English, and
worked asa counsellor, and helped
put on playsand concerts, and
supervised camps. She encouraged
otherpeople to write but neverwrote
much herself. Aftera year of
backpacking around the world she
rediscovered her early desire to write.

Not everyone knowsit, but
Anne hasanotherlife, as
famousromance writer,
Anne Gracie. She'smoving
on to develop herwriting,
and to teach hopeful

romance writers.

Anne hasalwaysloved
stories. She read "whatever
Icould get my handson -
old Enid Blyton and Mary
Grant Bruce books, old

schoolboy annuals." Anne .

There are many otherpassons
besdesteaching and writing. A
few yearsago, Anne climbed a
tree to catch a swarm of bees.
She put them in a hive, and
shared theirhoney with all her
friends.

Not only a writer, teacher,
counsellor, and bee-keeper, but
also a musician (singing
harmonies). With some friends,
Anne formed a band called

Platform Souls. They played

Climbing a Glacier during her

learned history by reading
writerslike Rosemary
Qutcliffe, Henry Treece and Georgette
Heyer.

She grew up in a family
which had many animals,
but no electricity and got
their water from a rain tank.
Her parentsloved to travel,
so she saw a lot of the world
when very young.

world travels.

"blues, jazz, rock, country, cajun,
world and original music and
had a whole lot of fun doing it."

Thanks so much Anne, for all
your great teaching, patience,
courage and enthusiasm. We
wish you all the very best for
your future travels.

We've adapted Anne'sown biography
forthisstory, from annegracie.com
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Kids Gym isforchildren between 2 and 5 yearsof
' age. It isfor familiesfrom our culturally and
. linguistically diverse community particularly those
from refugee backgrounds.

v

Kids Gym engagesboth parentsand children. It

OQ,OO helpspeople discover new waysto play, . * /
oooé‘a and assistslanguage development through 2
movement, songsand .gz?l.mes Kids Gym please contact Syl Lagane on:
developsbalance, flexibility, and co- 9462 6077
ordination and gives parentsa chance to share
their children’sfun and achievements.
H#H +
7 + +
We've also invited #
health educatorsto *
de, ( #
&, come and speakto
2 . oA (
&5) parentsabout exercise,
nutrition , diet and | # |
dental health.

7

’ The Multicultural Little Kids Gym happensat
' Merrilands Community Centre, on Thursday mornings The Multicultural Kids Gym isa

® during the schoolterm, between 10.30-11.30 am partnership between "VICSEG"
and 11.45-12.45pm and PRACE VICSEG isThe

Victorian Co-operative on

Children’s Servicesfor Ethnic

Groups. The program isfunded

by the Department of Victorian

Communitiesunderthe ‘Go For
=D & Your Life’ program.




